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for supremacy in Italy, which, begun by the invasion of
Charles VIII, had lasted for over sixty years. That struggle
ended in a complete victory for Spain; and the final result
was mainly, if not entirely, due to the fact that Tuscany,
the most powerful state in Italy, had sided against France
and with Spain. By the above treaty France formally with-
drew from Italy, surrendering all her claims in that country;
Siena, together with Montalcino, was assured to Cosimo;
the Duchy of Savoy, conquered by France twenty-three years
before, was restored to its rightful Duke, Emmanuel Phili-
bert, and erected into an independent buffer state between
Italy and France, Spain remained in possession of both
north and south Italy, while Cosimo held the centre; and
the peace thus created in Italy lasted for over half a century.
In June Philip II married Elizabeth of France,6 i daughter of
Henry II, who, being killed a few days later, was succeeded
by his son, Francis II. In July Philip II quitted the Nether-
lands, which country during the remaining thirty-nine years
of his life he never again visited Before leaving he appointed
as Governor of the Netherlands his half-sister, Margaret of
Parma, and held at Ghent the last chapter of the Order of the
Golden Fleece that was ever assembled. In August Pope Paul
IV, who during his four years' pontificate had been a constant
cause of war in Italy, died, and was succeeded by Pius IV.

The new Pope was of humble origin, and though named
Giovanni Angelo Medici (or Medichino), was no connection
of the Medici of Florence.55 Nevertheless, on becoming Pope
he assumed the arms of the latter,56 and Cosimo made no
objection, hoping to obtain solid advantages through this
Pope's friendship. For Cosimo was now silently at work upon
a project which he had for some time been secretly nourishing.
We are told that the leading marks of Cosimo's character
were "profound sagacity, deep dissimulation, impenetrable
darkness, extreme caution, patience, resolution, and indomi-
table perseverance." And the project for which Cosimo was
now, in accordance with these characteristics, secretly work-